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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 
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SEED FOR THE 


SOWER 


Successful business men, when 
asked the secret of their success, usu- 
ally have an identical answer. That 
answer is, HARD WORK! 

One great object of the MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE is to inspire every reader 
of its pages to be a hard worker in 
the Cause of Christ. 

Jesus said, “The harvest is great, 
but the laborers are few.” Men and 
women out of all walks of life are 
needed, both to sow the seed of the 
Kingdom and to gather in the golden 
grain. 

The Church of Christ always has 


been a missionary church. The apos- 
tolic commission was, “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations.” And, 
“they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them.” 
Our commission is, “The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come.” 

Stop and consider! 

Is there any use of bewailing the 
spiritual darkness and moral corrup- 
tion in the world when we do not do 
our part to extend to those in dark- 
ness and sin invitations to come to 
the light and live on a higher plane? 

How long would it take to extend 
such invitations to those in your com- 
munity if everyone worked as you do? 

How long would it take to enlighten 
a nation if all professing Christians 
participated in the work with the 
same earnestness and zeal that you do? 

Have you any right to expect or 
demand service and sacrifice of others 
that you yourself are unwilling to 
render? 

The Lord needs you to do mission- 
ary work in your locality. 

Whatever your age or status in 
life you can help spread the good 
news of the Kingdom of God. Many 
storm-tossed souls today are in need 
of faith that is firm and unwavering. 

You may not be able to devote your 
entire time to this work as, for ex- 
ample, the Apostle Paul, but by means 
of the printed word you may help 
someone. 

The following items are available 
for your use. Give them to friends, 
neighbors, strangers. Enclose them 
in your letters to friends and relatives. 

It is for us to sow the seed. God 
will give the increase. 
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What Does the Bible Mean to You? 


Divine Radar 


Christ the Hope of the World 
Do You Believe in a Future Life? 


A Light in the Dark 
The Kingdom of God 


Special Sample Copies of MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


50 cents per 100 
50 cents per 100 
25 cents per 100 
25 cents per 100 
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(a 70-page pocket-size booklet) 
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“If I have eaten my morsel alone,” .. . The patriarch spoke in scorn. 
... What would he think of the Church were he shown... Heathenism 
—huge, forlorn, . . . Godless, Christless, with soul unfed,... While the 


TRINITY Church’s ailment is fullness of bread, . . . Eating her morsel alone? 
“Freely as ye have received, so give,” . .. He bade who had given us 
Complete set $2.25 all... . How shall the soul in us longer live... Deaf to their starving 
History ..., call,... Who famish for want of living bread? .. . Woe unto us, as 
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Editor and President Succumbs 


On the afternoon of Nov. 13, our pastor and president who was also 
editor of this magazine, succumbed to a heart attack which struck as he 
moved about the Mission grounds. He had been in some better health than 
for the previous year, when he had suffered a similar attack. After having 
lain in state at the “Parish House” which was his residence, the body was 
removed to the “Little White Church” he loved so well, where, at 2:00 P. M. 
Nov. 17, funeral services were conducted, officiated by Brother Kenneth 
E. Flowerday, a fellow-worker and friend during the fifty-two years of 
our brother’s membership at the Megiddo Mission. His funeral sermon 
as delivered in church is printed below. 

Singing was rendered by the Men’s Chorus: “Just as My Father Wills” 
and “At Eventide,” with a Duet by Brothers Ralph Barber and LaVerne 
Burrows, “The Pilot’s Hand on Mine.” 

A sorrowing congregation laid their beloved one to rest in Mount Hope 
Cemetery where lay others of the beloved dead of the Megiddo Mission 
Church and who will wait in silent slumber, the glad Day when “The Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven .. . and the dead in Christ shall rise.” 





in grief because of the loss of our beloved pastor, 

Brother Percy J. Thatcher. His voice is hushed; his 
heart has ceased to beat; he has left a void behind him 
that cannot easily be filled. 

Words are poor tools with which to fashion the appre- 
ciation which all our hearts would like to express today. 
The distance between abstraction and living reality is 
always great, but never more baffling than when we try 
to state the meaning conveyed by one who lived intimately 
with us and gave himself to the Lord whom we serve. 

I am helped, however, by noting that for all who share 
the Christian hope, our brother touches us today, as he 
did when he was still with us, at the point where we most 
need renewal and confirmation in the work of Christian 
living. In this service he has given me the words which I 
now bring to you. 

In this very hour comes the supreme challenge of our 
faith. Our great deliverance and salvation will not be sup- 
plied by reading of the holy, righteous, and tireless char- 
acters who met the call of other days. It is for us to stand 
firm in the faith once delivered to the saints. God’s word 
has given and always will give indomitable purpose and 
invincible strength to those who rely upon it; and to all 
who have trusted in it, it has brought a comfort no mor- 
tal hand can give, a sacred hope of a coming peace in a 
war-torn world. It lifts up the fallen and infuses a passion 
for service in the hearts that before were selfish. 

No matter how dark the night, no matter how hard and 
rough the mountain you are climbing, look forward for 
the first glimmer of light which will usher in that eternal 
day. Every truth some day will be accepted, every right 
some day will be established, every wrong some day will 
be righted, and every evil some day will be abolished. In 
praying, in working, and in hoping, we must not faint. 
The delays may be many, the obstacles often seem in- 
surmountable, but nothing is impossible for God who 


Tie afternoon we gather in this sanctuary and bow 


holds the destiny of the nations in His hands. 

We should ever remember the figure of Esau so vividly 
set before us. He despised the birthright, and for the 
present and passing indulgence let go of the blessed fu- 
ture and all its glory. Our religion tells us that our trials 
can be converted into triumphs, our millstones into step- 
pingstones. We can learn from every hardship. Of our 
Master it was written, “he learned obedience by the things 
which he suffered.” We cannot sow weeds and reap fruits. 
How can we meet the many temptations and trials before 
us today if our spiritual resources are low? Too often we 
have been afraid of being branded “peculiar” and out 
of stride. Too often we have been afraid to square our 
lives by our convictions. The time for pious resolutions 
has passed. What God wants is everyday practical action, 
a closer walk and trust in His strong arm. 

Brother Thatcher was born June 3, 1880 at Williams- 
burg, Mass. He was married in 1906 to Edith B. Damon, 
who survives him, and with whom he lived happily for 
these fifty-two years. He also is survived by one brother, 
Franklin L. Thatcher, of Alexandria, Va. 

Leaving his Williamsburg home in 1901, Brother 
Thatcher indulged in a few years of wandering, living in 
a number of different localities, including Wilmington, 
Del., Philadelphia, Pa., also Scottdale, Pa. During these 
years he was following his trade as a tool-maker. A strike 
at the General Railway Signal Company in Rochester in 
1905, prompted the company to advertise for men in dis- 
tant cities. Seeing one of these ads brought Brother 
Thatcher to Rochester. It was at the Signal Works that 
he became acquainted with another of our members who 
was working in the same room. Being of a somewhat reli- 
gious turn of mind, and already having some fixed ideas 
on Bible teaching, the Bible became a happy medium of 
exchange between Brother Thatcher and the brother who 
worked with him. 

It was not long before Brother Thatcher was convinced 
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our brother had something he did not have, and began to 
attend our meetings. 

Our founder, Brother Nichols, was then alive and 
preaching. We were holding one meeting a week, Sunday 
evening, in the old Plymouth Church on Plymouth Ave. 
Brother Thatcher, accompanied by a friend, with whose 
mother he roomed, attended a number of these meetings. 
One Sunday evening, about this time of the year as I re- 
call, Brother Thatcher and his friend were present. He 
paused a few moments after the service, desiring to meet 
Brother Nichols personally, and engage in some conver- 
sation, as there were some points of our teaching with 
which he disagreed. The meeting took place and an ex- 
change of ideas followed. Soon most of the Mission mem- 
bers present were clustered around Brother Nichols to 
hear the discussion. By this time Brother Thatcher was 
losing badly in the debate, and the presence of such a 
large number of spectators made the situation embarras- 
sing, and he wished for an opportunity to get away. Well, 
that interview spoiled him for anything he had previously 
believed, and from then on he was a regular attendant. 
Our brother has re-lived this experience for us many 
times over the years. The following spring he was at our 
first public true Christmas celebration, also held in Ply- 
mouth Church. 

Brother Thatcher was married later that same year, 
and made a home not far from the Mission. 

In the year 1914 Brother Thatcher led a group of young 
men, eight in number, as they made their debut into the 
missionary field, on a trip by rail into northern New 
York and Vermont. We lived camp-style in a tent, having 
our living and cooking equipment with us. We were in 
Crown Point, N. Y., the first week in August of that year 
when World War I broke out. 

During following seasons the missionary work was car- 
ried forward by way of motor yacht on the New York 
State Barge Canal system and the Finger Lakes. During 
these campaigns Brother Thatcher’s heart was always 
with us, although home duties would not always permit 
him to accompany us. 

In the year 1924 it was decided to switch our mission- 
ary endeavor inland, and, disposing of the yacht, we built 
a gospel car. Brother Thatcher was actively engaged in 
this enterprise, and accompanied the “crew” on the car 
on many of the trips. Most of our work was done in our 
home State, but we also were out of the State as far as 
Harrisburg, Pa., and Columbus, Ohio. We held mission- 
ary meetings in many churches by invitation, picturing 
God’s purpose for the earth and mankind, and outlining 
the Divine plan of salvation. Later on we carried a gospel 
tent for the same purpose. Besides tent meetings, days on 
end were spent engaging in personal talks with people 
in their homes, on the farm, in their places of business, or 
wherever we chanced to meet them. Brother Thatcher’s 
ability in meeting people and his easy manner of conver- 
sation, made him especially fitted for this type of work. 

In the year 1908, at the dedication of this church, 
Brother Thatcher was appointed teacher of the Young 
Men’s Bible Class by Brother Nichols. He held this posi- 
tion until 1935 when he became Assistant Pastor, and 
took over the teaching of the Adult Bible Class. He re- 
mained Bible Class Teacher as long as he was able, or 
until a little over a year ago. In 1945 he became Pastor 
of the church, which position he held until his death. He 


officiated at the evening service as recently as a week ago 
last evening. os 

Brother Thatcher also filled the position of president 
of our church organization. 

During his administration Brother Thatcher distin- 
guished himself as a financier and a builder, and many 
improvements upon the Mission buildings, as well as the 
newly constructed buildings, can be credited to him. At 
the death of our former pastor, Sister Skeels, plans were 
already taking shape for the building of a centralized 
heating plant, and a combined school and printing build- 
ing. World War II then had barely ended, hence any 
building program still had to be subordinated to defense. 
However in 1946 the centralized heating plant was built, 
supplying heat to eight of the Mission buildings, and in 
1949 the Educational Building was erected. It was dedi- 
cated early in 1950. 

During the same period the assembly room in the Mis- 
sion Home was enlarged, an air-conditioning system in- 
stalled, also an electronic organ. And structural improve- 
ments were accomplished in some of the other buildings. 

In the year 1950 the interior of this church received a 
major “face-lifting,’ and a program of modernization 
was carried out. New seating was installed, also a new 
main entrance built. Wise manipulation of Church funds, 
helped by a rising stock market, greatly broadened the 
church’s financial base, making these improvements pos- 
sible. 

During the years Brother Thatcher filled the office of 
editor of our periodical, THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE, the for- 
mat of the paper was greatly improved, and a number of 
new features added. New printing equipment also was 
added. 

Our sleeping pastor might be said to be the “father” of 
religious drama in our church organization. Many of our 
productions have been accredited as good by the public, 
and have been seen and appreciated by many of our 
Rochester friends. 

Our late leader was well known and highly respected 
by the people of our community, and his pleasant greet- 
ing and warm smile will be missed by many. He had a 
reputation for absolute honesty and fairness. 

Brother Thatcher was a man of integrity, truthfulness 
and firmness. In his ministry he held close to the doctrines 
taught by our beloved founder. 

He was not one who turned back from the Promised 
Land because of giants, but in the darkest hour he went 
forward, ever urging us all to “go up and possess the land.” 
He never doubted but that every cloud would break, and 
every storm would at last be hushed. He knew God’s 
Word never would return to Him void. Our lives have 
been made richer by his ministry. Today we learn again 
that great lesson how through the wisdom and knowledge 
of God a great work for our fellow men can be begun and 
how successfully it may be prosecuted; we learn through 
the glorious power of virtue how it can throw a bright- 
ness over the darkest scene of life, and rob the power of 
death of all its distressing influences. 

In counsel, our brother was temporate and patient, not 
given to hasty decisions. His first question concerning 
any proposed action was, “Is it right?” 

We do not sorrow over our sleeping brother as those 
who have no hope. He knew that if he should fall asleep in 
death he would rise again. Like Job, he was confident his 
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Redeemer still lives, and will stand upon the earth at the 
last day. He did not nurture the hope of a continuity of 
life immediately after death, for no such plan is revealed 
in the Word of God. The dead are “asleep”; they “know 
not anything” ; God will not “show wonders to the dead”; 
there is no “work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom, in the grave,” whither mankind is destined to go. 

The resurrection at the last day is the hope which the 
Bible holds out as an anchor to the soul, sure and stead- 
fast. It was the hope of the Patriarch Job. It was the hope 
of the Prophet Isaiah. It was the hope of Daniel who was 
among the captives in Babylon. It was the hope of Mar- 
tha, sister of Lazarus, the close friend of Jesus. Lazarus 
had died, and upon meeting his sorrowing sister, Jesus 
said: “Thy brother shall rise again.” To this Martha re- 
plied, “I know that he shall rise again in the resurrec- 
tion at the last day.” 

The hope of the resurrection of the dead was the hope 
of the Jewish nation which they had inherited from their 
noble progenitor, Abraham. The loyal Jews were still 
holding to this hope, as Paul, the outstanding apostle, tes- 
tified before Felix the governor, that there “shall be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and of the un- 
just.” And it was our sleeping brother’s hope. 

In keeping with the angelic proclamation at the Ascen- 
sion, Jesus is to return to earth in like manner as He 
went away, a real, visible, tangible Being. He will cleanse 
the earth of the accumulated evils of six thousand years 
of man’s misrule and establish a heavenly kingdom as He 
indicated in the prayer He taught the disciples to pray. 
Then worthy members of earth’s inhabitants will be 
given life and immortality, and an everlasting home upon 


this earth, beautified for a suitable home for the saints. 
Such was the hope of our sleeping pastor. 

Would you show respect and honor to him? Then imi- 
tate his example. Would you endure to the end as he did? 
Then carefully trace his footsteps along the narrow way. 
Would you meet him with joy in the Resurrection Morn? 
Then watch and remember the warnings that so often fell 
from his lips. Today he would not have us dwell on his 
removal, but upon the abiding truth he loved. 

Beloved friend, thou hast entered into rest, while we 
still are on the march. To us still remains the rocking of 
the deep, the storms upon land, days of duty and nights 
of watching. “And I heard a voice from heaven,” said the 
Revelator, “saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them.” 

May this hour be a great steppingstone to purity and 
holiness, a time of heart searching, a time to realize as 
never before that sin will forever bar our entrance to the 
Eternal City. With the night of darkness almost over 
and the day dawning in the east, the rumbling sound of 
the breaking up of the nations ushering in that great 
time of trouble and the coming of the Son of man, let us 
hasten to clothe ourselves with the garments of righteous- 
ness, tighten the girdle, bind on the sandals, that we may 
be worthy to meet all the dear ones whom we have known 
and loved and lost a little while. 

If faithful, presently we shall see them again in the 
light and power and glory of God, and certainly we shall 
love them more than ever. 





What Are You Seeking? —Seek the Lord 


VERY man and woman is seeking for something. It 
E may be wealth, fame, honor, glory or position. We 

meet the whole world traveling on the road, reach- 
ing out their hand for some pleasure or treasure they 
have not yet obtained. 

Now let the question come closer home: For what are 
you and I seeking? How can we make life yield its fullest 
and best? How can we know the true secret of power? 
How can we attain to true greatness? How can we fill 
the whole of life with a happiness, a peace, a joy, a satis- 
faction that is ever rich and abiding, that ever increases, 
never diminishes? 

We are confident that he who would find life in all its 
richness and fullness must hasten and come away from 
the crowds. We cannot and will not find sure and lasting 
pleasures there. Every one that would seek and find hap- 
piness must find employment for the hands, the head, and 
the heart. The hands must be busy, the heart must be 
satisfied. Christ and His Truth will lead His followers 
into happiness by this route. 

We are told that the things written aforetime were 
written for our learning, and many of them for our warn- 
ing. We are told that in the days of Noah they had a 
flood; not over all the earth, but on the world of the un- 
godly. Noah had made an ark of safety. The infidel says 
there never was a flood, but now the archeological ex- 


plorers come right out and say they have found evidence 
of it. But it was only a portion of land that was flooded. 
The Apostle Peter said the earth stood “in the water and 
out of the water.” God did not send the Flood over the en- 
tire earth, but He did send it over the “world of the un- 
godly,” just as we read in II Peter 2: 5, “And spared not 
the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a 
preacher of righteousness” to all who would believe— 
“bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly ;’— 
the Flood was not over all the earth but only over the in- 
habited portion of the earth at that time, destroying the 
ungodly of that age—“and turning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an over- 
throw, making them an ensample unto those that after 
should live ungodly.” The Flood and the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah for their wickedness and iniquity 
were an example for those that after should live ungodly. 
They are a warning for us. 

Now if we take warning and flee from this world we 
shall escape the terrible time of trouble that is coming. 
Daniel tells us about it in the 12th chapter. “And at that 
time shall Michael”—Christ, the chief One—“stand up, 
the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that same time: and 
at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that 
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shall be found written in the book. And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake.” You see, 
it is the time of the Resurrection. The world is growing 
worse and worse. They cannot stop war; they do not 
know how to do it, with all their jealousy, hatred and 
nationalism. 

Beginning with Psalm 146:1 we read, “Praise 
ye the Lord.” Oh, we ought to praise the Lord that He 
has made a way of escape for us. “While I live will I 
praise the Lord: I will sing praises unto my God while 
I have any being.” Do you know, we will not praise the 
Lord unless we realize He has done wonderful things for 
us, unless we realize His mercy and keep His command- 
ments; unless we look at His power and might we will not 
praise Him. 

“Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, 
in whom there is no help.” There is no salvation in man. 
Do not put your trust in any man, and above all do not 
put your trust in self. The heart is deceitful; you should 
not put your trust in it. We cannot trust self, we can only 
trust in God or those who we see living God’s word. 

We continue to read, “His breath goeth forth, he re- 
turneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts per- 
ish.”” How true it is! When man dies he knows nothing. 
Do not put your trust in man, in anyone on earth, for 
when his breath goeth forth in that very day his thoughts 
perish. His life will end, he shall be no more if he has not 
become worthy of a resurrection from the dead. 

“Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
whose hope is in the Lord his God: which made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and al] that therein is: which keepeth 
truth for ever :’-—yes, this is the God that made heaven 
and earth, and He that keepeth truth forever—“which 
executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food 
for the hungry.” Yes, He will feed everyone that is hun- 
gry. Jesus said that every one who hungers and thirsts 
after righteousness shall be fed. “The Lord looseth the 
prisoners :”—they are represented as prisoners because 
in the prison house of darkness, “The Lord openeth the 
eyes of the blind.” He will open the eyes of our under- 
standing and in the end will heal all worthy ones who are 
literally blind. It takes in both, but especially it is to get 
the eyes of our understanding opened. We are all natural- 
ly blind to truth and blind to self. It is a wonderful thing 
to get our eyes open to see our natural besetments, where 
jealousy, envy, and pride linger in our heart, and be on 
guard. It is a wonderful thing to get our eyes open to 
self. We must see our besetments and turn from them. 

“The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind: the Lord rais- 
eth them that are bowed down: the Lord loveth the right- 
eous.” Oh, He will love us if we will become righteous, 
if we hasten to do the work! We read in Ps. 55:8, “I 
would hasten my escape from the windy storm and tem- 
pest.” A worse storm is coming on the earth than has 
ever been. We must not be like those antediluvians; there 
will be enough like that. But we must be like Noah who 
believed God and prepared to save himself and his family. 

We should have our hearts filled with praise to God 
for the glorious light He has caused to shine upon our 
pathway, that He has provided deliverance, a way of es- 
cape. People read of such terrible things happening, and 
realize there is no man on earth can stop it. The world 
fear on account of the conditions prevailing, but they do 
not turn to God for help. 


But the Lord shall reign forever. “Praise ye the Lord.” 
And in the next Psalm we read: “Praise ye the Lord: for 
it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; 
and praise is comely.” Yes, it is pleasant. When we real- 
ize the power of that mighty God, it is pleasant to sing 
praises unto Him. “The Lord doth build up Jerusalem:” 
—ah! He is going to build up Jerusalem. It will not be 
held by Arabs, Turks, Jews and professed Christians, but 
He will build up Jerusalem and gather the outcasts of Is- 
rael, the true Israel of God. He is not gathering the nat- 
ural Israel, the natural Jews. No; that gathering has 
helped to bring on this trouble. But that is not the gather- 
ing of the Lord’s Israel, which means the “true soldiers 
of God,” the “righteous little people.” It will not be such 
a vast number, but it will grow until it fills the whole 
earth. 

“He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their 
wounds.” Would we not like to have Him heal us, bind up 
our wounds—spiritual wounds? Of course, the time is com- 
ing when everyone shall be healed who is worthy. We 
must heal our spiritual wounds now by this truth, then in 
the future we can be healed physically. We shall know 
how to live then, “The inhabitant shall not say, I am 
sick.” Now it is sickness, this trouble and that trouble. 
Now the heart is failing, weakness comes on. Oh, mortal- 
ity is subject to all the ills, aches and pains of life, but if 
made immortal we shall never die. To work for immor- 
tality is the only profitable thing. 

Here we read in this 4th verse, “He telleth the num- 
ber of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.” That 
almost makes your head swim. Yes, He can number them 
and cal] them all by their names. What knowledge He 
has! and who can dispute His claim, I would like to know? 

Abraham knew about the stars. We read in Gen. 15: 5, 
“And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now 
toward heaven,”’—this was an angel speaking to Abra- 
ham. God sent an angel to instruct him, just as He sent 
an angel to instruct Daniel—‘‘and he said, Look now to- 
ward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number 
them :”—this shows their greatness, their vastness—“and 
he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.” That is, they are 
not to be numbered, the number is not known, as God has 
never revealed the number of mighty worlds that revolve 
in the immensity of space. 

Not only Abraham knew about the stars, but the Proph- 
et Job also speaks about them in chapter 22:12, “Is not 
God in the height of heaven? and behold the height of the 
stars, how high they are!” My! how far away they are. 
What depth in God’s mighty universe; no end to it! “Be- 
hold the height of the stars, how high they are!” 

We are told in Amos 5: 6, “Seek the Lord and ye shall 
live ;’—if you seek the Lord in God’s appointed way, you 
shall live—“Seek him that maketh the seven stars and 
Orion,”—yes, seek that wonderful God, the Author of all 
creation. He especially mentions Orion because it is one 
of the great constellations visible to this earth. One star 
in that beautiful constellation is estimated to be 300,000,- 
000 miles in diameter! “Seek him that maketh the seven 
stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the 
morning, and maketh the day dark with night; that call- 
eth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon 
the face of the earth: The Lord is his name.” 

In the 24th verse we are told if we “let judgment run 
down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream,” 
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we Shall live in that glorious Day. And we who are in- 
structed in the Scriptures know if we are worthy we shall 
visit those wonderful worlds through an eternity to come; 
and God is making new worlds all the time. 

As we read the Bible and then look out upon the world 
and see the condition it is in, as the Scriptures foretold, 
we can know without a lingering doubt that that glad Day 
will come, that wonderful day, that day when all the ills 
and aches of humanity shall cease, that day of joy that 
will fill the earth when every knee will bow to the mighty 
King and every tongue sing to His praise. 

We read more about the planets and constellations in 
God’s mighty universe. Turn to Eph. 3: 10, “To the intent 
that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church the manifold wis- 
dom of God.” This little earth is only one fold of His 
manifold wisdom. Oh, there are depths in that word 
“manifold.” There are many folds in this wonderful plan 
of God’s wisdom. “According to the eternal purpose which 
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This purpose in 
Christ Jesus on this earth is only according to His eternal 
purpose. 

“Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribula- 
tions for you, which is your glory.” Do not faint at tribu- 
lations, these common tribulations of life, when you real- 
ize the manifold wisdom of God in the mighty universe. 
“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” oh, there are wonders in it! He says, 
I do not bow my knees to a God who has been idle through 
an eternity, but to One who has been working through 
an eternity in the past saving such a people—‘of whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” Paul 
bowed his knees to a God who had made a whole family 
in heaven and on earth. Oh, there are millions upon mil- 
lions of worlds, the work of that mighty God! 

You cannot wonder it is said in Ps. 19: 1, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his 
handiwork.” In the original for “handiwork” it says “His 
works of old”; His mighty works, what God has done, 
what He has made. He has not just begun to work, but He 
has a whole family in heaven; I will bow my knees to such 
a God as that: we want the church to know this, says 
Paul. 

He says in vs. 16, “That he would grant you, according 
to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man.” His Word in your mind 
is what strengthens you, so that you realize God is wiser 
than all the worldly-wise men. He never ceases to work. 
“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ;”’—that 
is, Christ the truth, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
When you think of it, when the church realizes the mani- 
fold wisdom of God, what a Being He is, then that truth 
will dwell in your hearts by faith—“that ye, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with the fullness of 
God.” This love of God surpasses the knowledge of man, 
and he desires that “ye might be filled with all the fullness 
of God” that your minds might grasp the knowledge of 
His Plan. “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us,” why! that God who con- 
trols the universe is able to do for us exceeding abun- 


dantly above all that we ask or think. Oh, the wisdom 
and power of such a God! As Paul cried, “O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God,’— 
the depth of it! There are unmeasured depths to God’s 
knowledge, and if we open our minds and expand them 
to take in the depth of that knowledge, it will cause us 
to believe and know He is able to do for us “exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without 
end.” Oh, this mighty universe; it is “world without end”! 

The Psalmist continues: “He telleth the number of the 
stars; he calleth them all by their names. Great is our 
Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.” 
Talk about memory! What fallible memories we have! 
We learn something today and forget it tomorrow. If we 
do not go over and over these testimonies we forget them. 
Some things that make a deep impression upon our minds 
we remember. We were all found in the prison house of 
darkness, and when we were brought out into the light 
some things made a deep impression upon our minds. 

Think of having brain power—we shall have brains 
that will retain, some day if faithful. Now we forget 
things almost as soon as we learn them. Our poor finite 
minds are not much good, only as we apply ourselves to 
God’s knowledge. We have these poor little brains now, 
but we have the promise that if we use them in His serv- 
ice this poor mortal body shall be changed into an immor- 
tal one. I tell you, that Angel Gabriel did not age and be- 
come tired and weary. Look at the years that passed 
from the time he talked with Daniel until he appeared to 
Mary, and he has continued to grow stronger and stronger 
all the years since. God gives us examples, and Jesus said 
when we are made equal unto the angels we shall die no 
more. That is the glory of seeking God! 





ENOCH 


I sometimes turn me from the page of glory, 
The tales of heroes and the paths they trod, 
And think of him, of whose lifelong story 
Is simply told us that he walked with God. 


No record of his fame, if to him bending 

Men crowned with homage all his length of days; 
Or, humble and unknown, to his life’s ending, 

He walked with God, and could forego men’s praise. 


No record of his wealth if little earning, 
Or if the flocks on all the hills were his; 

He walked with God, and to Him daily turning 
For daily need, was heir to all that is. 


We do not know what were the dreams he cherished, 
What fond affections round his heart did cling, 

How oft his hopes along the wayside perished; 
He walked with God, and lacked for no good thing. 


We do not know what bitterness oppressed him; 
We do not know what secret tears he shed; 

We cannot know what griefs and ills distressed him; 
He walked with God and so was comforted. 


And what if joy or sorrow shall abide thee; 
If smooth or rugged ways thy feet have trod? 
What matter by what way His hand shall guide thee, 
So be it said of thee, ‘““He walked with God!” 
—Sel. 
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AWAKE! Strengthen the Things that are Ready to Die 


T WAS after the supper in the Upper Room. Judas had 
gone. They were on their way to the garden across the 
brook; Jesus was soon to be betrayed, denied, crucified. In 
the face of these momentous issues, His spirits waxed 
strong. He was giving His farewell talk to His disciples. 
Jesus had already made it known that Judas would be- 
tray Him, and Peter would deny Him. He was now warn- 
ing them about the future in no uncertain tones. Their 
faith, their hope, their loyalty were going to be tested. 
They would have tribulation and persecution. In their 
early missionary work every door, so to speak, had been 
opened to them, because they were the disciples of Jesus. 
Now, for exactly the same reason, the doors would be 
shut in their faces. Before the world, Jesus had become 
despised and rejected. He had warned them before: 
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake ... Rejoice and be exceeding glad for great is your 
reward in heaven.” Perhaps the last warning He gave 
them was one that referred not to the outside world, but 
it struck close home: “Watch and pray that ye enter not 
into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing but the flesh 
is weak.” Jesus, Himself, had learned obedience to divine 
law. He had conquered self and knew it would take much 
prayer and watchfulness. 

As one who knew, one who cared and one who under- 
stood, Jesus spoke those kind and encouraging words to 
His disciples: “Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.” He had done it and they knew it. No doubt in His 
mind, He had passed through the trial that awaited Him 
over and over again. Except for the ordeal, He had fin- 
ished His work; amid all the distress, He had taught 
them peace. In His conquest they found the inspiration of 
courage. 

He comforted them, “I will come again.” He was point- 
ing them to the glad meeting of the faithful in the King- 
dom. Then their hearts would be caused to rejoice with a 
joy that nothing could take from them. 

Jesus prayed for them. His prayer showed a definite 
line of demarcation between the world and His disciples. 
He prayed, “Father, I pray for them, I pray not for the 
world. .. . They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world. ...I pray that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil.” He prayed that His people may be sanctified and 
holy. He prayed for the disciples that were with Him; 
and also for those that would believe their words. He 
prayed for us. 

His prayer, His words of comfort and cheer, His ex- 
hortations and warnings were spoken for us. Today, our 
faith, our hope, our loyalty may well be tested. We must 
work, be of good cheer, and practice His peace, His purity, 
His holiness, His courage to conquer self. 

We, in these last days, may have the privilege of being 
the first to meet a heavenly visitant since John on the 
Isle of Patmos. In order for us to have our lights burning 
for this stupendous event, let us take to heart some of the 
warnings which Jesus sent by John to the seven churches. 
There were good things found in them, but it is the warn- 
ings that we need to cause us to trim our lamps. 

There was one thing God had against the Ephesian 
Church: “You no longer love me as you did at first.” They 


had lost the enthusiastic love that they had shown in the 
days of Paul. That first glow of awakened spiritual life 
had passed. Can we say we are hungering for the strong 
meat, the exhortations, the warnings, and reproofs as we 
did for the milk of the Word—the glad news of the 
Kingdom? John writes, “Remember how far you have 
fallen and live as you did at first.” 

Smyrna, under much persecution, is reminded that 
loyalty to Christ will win the Crown of Life. “Be thou 
faithful unto death.”” We do not have to face prison, or 
martyrdom, but who will stand loyal before indifference, 
laxity and immorality? Both Pergamos and Thyatira were 
reproved for compromising with unsound and false teach- 
ings. There was constant danger of compromising between 
Christian and state religion. What harm was there in 
burning incense to the emperor; why make life so intoler- 
ably difficult by refusing to take part in the social or 
civic life of Pergamos? Even the trade-guilds, as the 
workers of bronze, involved participation in eating food 
offered to idols and the acknowledgement of heathen dei- 
ties. Then, too, there were those who were deceiving 
members unto unlawful practices calling it broad-minded- 
ness and liberalism. To live up to the Christian ideals in- 
evitably clashed with the customs of the world. This was 
the problem of all the churches, It is so with us today. 
God sends the answer through Christ, by the hand of 
John. The Church must not compromise. John wrote 
quickly, “Hold to what you have until I come.” 

Sardis, notorious for its licentiousness, was in a seri- 
ous condition. Moral contamination had sapped her spirit- 
ual vitality. The church was in a critical condition but 
not hopeless. “Now, wake up! Strengthen what you still 
have before it dies! For I have not found any of your 
deeds complete in the sight of my God. Remember then 
what you were given and what you were taught. Hold to 
those things and repent. If you refuse to wake up, then 
I will come to you like a thief, and you will have no idea 
of the hour of My coming” (Rev. 3:3, Phillips). We must 
keep our hearts filled with the spirit of expectancy by 
keeping alert to the things that we have been taught, that 
same faith which was once delivered to the saints. Then 
our lamps will be trimmed and burning brightly when He 
comes. 

To the church of Philadelphia the message came: “Be- 
hold, I come quickly; hold fast that which thou hast, that 
no man take thy crown.” If not careful, if sleepy, if com- 
promising or complacent, someone may come, someone 
who is hungry, humble, zealous; he may overtake us. Yes, 
and even take the crown that could be ours. 

It was the church at Laodicea that had grown compla- 
cent, lukewarm, self-satisfied. For an outsider, there is 
hope, but for a Christian who is one only in name, one 
who is neither hot nor cold, he is entirely disgusting 
to God. “‘All those whom I love, I correct and discipline. 
Therefore, shake off your complacency and repent.” 

Jesus set us an example by throwing all His energy 
into the work while young and finishing the work. He 
said, “I must work while it is day.” 

If we follow His example, we will be like those wise 
virgins, who, after the midnight cry, go out, trim their 
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lamps and prepare to meet Him. Though the time tarry 
and men and women long for visible manifestation of 
God’s power, how blessed and invaluable at such a time 
are those whose cruses are full to the brim with the oil 
of faith, patience, hope, and truth, and whose lamps, on 
the darkest night, are bright and incandescent! By daily 
building up reserves of strength and fortitude, we are 
filling our cruses with oil to last over the tarrying time, 
and enabling us, through all circumstances, to let our 
light shine and find the joy of the Lord. 

The night is far spent, the morning is breaking. We 
can almost see the glory in the heavens (the east), shin- 
ing. So let us awaken before too late, and strengthen the 


things that are ready to die. Awake! that our works may 
become perfect before Jesus comes. 





THIS IS MY CREED 


I believe that God created me to enjoy the blessings of 
life, to be useful to my fellow beings, and an honor to my 
country and my God. 

I believe that the trials which beset me today are but 
the fiery tests by which my character is strengthened, en- 
nobled, and made worthy to enjoy the higher things of 
life, which are in store for me. 

I believe that my soul is too grand to be crushed by de- 
feat; I will rise above it. 

I will not yield to discouragements, I will trample them 
underfoot and make them serve as steppingstones to suc- 
cess. I will conquer my obstacles and turn them into op- 
portunities. 

My failures of today will help to guide me on to victory 
on the morrow. The morrow will bring new strength, 
new hopes, new opportunities, and new beginnings. I will 
be ready to meet it with a brave heart, a calm mind, and 
undaunted spirit. 

In all things I will do my best, and leave the rest to God. 
I will not waste my time in idle waiting; I will not waste 
my mental energies in useless worry. I will learn to dom- 


inate my restless thoughts and look on the bright side of 
things. 





HOW TO BE HAPPY 


Are you almost disgusted with life, little man? 
I’ll tell you a wonderful trick 

That will bring you contentment, if anything can, 
Do something for somebody, quick! 


Are you awfully tired with play, little girl 
Wearied, discouraged, and sick— 

I’ll tell you the loveliest game in the world, 
Do something for somebody, quick! 


Though it rains, like the rain of the flood, little man, 
And the clouds are forbidding and thick, 

You can make the sun shine in your soul, little man, 
Do something for somebody, quick! 


Though the stars are like brass overhead, little girl, 
And the walks like a well-heated brick, 
And our earthly affairs in a terrible whirl, 
Do something for somebody, quick! tia 
el. 


MUSIC A BLESSING 


The history of the songs of the Bible is full of sugges- 
tion as to the uses and the benefits of music and song. 
Music is often perverted to serve purposes of evil, and 
it thus becomes one of the most alluring agencies of temp- 
tation. But, rightly employed, it is a precious gift of God, 
designed to uplift the thoughts to high and noble themes, 
to inspire and elevate the soul. 

As the Children of Israel, journeying through the wil- 
derness, cheered their way by the music of sacred song, so 
God bids His children today gladden their pilgrim life. 
There are few means more effective for fixing His words 
in the memory than repeating them in song. And such 
song has wonderful power. It has power to subdue rude 
and uncultivated natures; power to quicken thought and 
to awaken sympathy, to promote harmony of action, and 
to banish the gloom and foreboding that destroy courage 
and weaken effort. 

It is one of the most effective means of impressing the 
heart with spiritual truth. How often to the soul hard- 
pressed and ready to despair, memory recalls some word 
of God’s—the long-forgotten burden of a childhood song 
—and temptations lose their power, life takes on new 
meaning and new purpose, and courage and gladness are 
imparted to other souls! 

The value of song as a means of education should never 
be lost sight of. Let there be singing in the home, of songs 
that are sweet and pure, and there will be fewer words 
of censure, and more of cheerfulness and hope and joy. 
Let there be gospel singing in the school, and the pupils 
will be drawn closer to God, to their teachers, and to one 
another. 

As a part of religious service, singing is as much an 
act of worship as is prayer. Indeed, many a song is 
prayer. If the child is taught to realize this, he will think 
more of the meaning of the words he sings, and will be 
more susceptible to their power. 

As our Redeemer leads us to the threshold of the In- 
finite, flushed with the glory of God, we may catch the 
themes of praise and thanksgiving from the heavenly 
choir round about the throne; and as the echo of the an- 
gels’ song is awakened in our earthly homes, hearts will 
be drawn closer to the heavenly singers. The communion 
of God’s heavenly Kingdom begins during our sojourn 
here and now. We learn here the keynote of its praise. 

—Selected. 





“The search for truth is, as it always has been, the no- 
blest expression of the human spirit. Man’s insatiable 
desire for knowledge about himself, about his environ- 
ment and the forces by which he is surrounded, gives life 
its meaning and purpose, and clothes it with final dignity. 
... And yet we know, deep in our hearts, that knowledge 
is not enough. ... Unless we can anchor our knowledge 
to moral purposes, the ultimate result will be dust and 
ashes—dust and ashes that will bury the hopes and mon- 
uments of men beyond recovery.” 





“Silence is a talent as greatly to be cherished as that 
other asset, the gift of speech.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any 
man: but every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed. Then, when lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin; and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death” (James 1: 13—15). 


In the course of man’s mental evolution it was perfectly 
natural that a system of demonology should be formu- 
lated. By the dawn of history men were steeped in super- 
stitions. Most of these may easily be traced to their 
sources, but that is not the province of this article. 

The lowest savage lives in constant terror of malignant 
spirits, demons and ghosts, which must be placated or 
outwitted if he is to live and prosper. Civilization, in- 
stead of destroying these shadows, only made them more 
coherent and personalized; and as monotheism sup- 
planted the old heathen gods, all their vices, together with 
those of the mischievous demons, were gradually incor- 
porated into one all-powerful personality, popularly 
known as the Devil. 

This belief, while often claiming Biblical support, is 
utterly unscriptural. History acknowledges that the pre- 
Captivity Hebrews “knew nothing, and certainly taught 
nothing, of evil spirts. . . . Moral evil was rather looked 
upon as the act of man.” The apocryphal references to 
literal demons are admitted to come from foreign sources. 
“Much of this .. . demonology was derived from Persian 
Zoroastrianism.” 

The primitive Christian church fought clear of the pro- 
found superstition of its time in this respect, but with 
the decline of pure doctrine and the upsurge of the 
Apostasy (II. Tim. 4: 1—4), the old belief in a kingdom 
of darkness with its personal ruler took control of the 
minds of men, often to an unbelievable extent. The so- 
called Christians ascribed all evil, physical as well as 
moral, to the Devil and his demons. 

The age-old mystery of the origin of evil is ended 
once for all in the Word of God. In the allegory of Genesis 
there was a good deal of blame-passing for temptation 
and transgression, but that was done by characters rep- 
resenting the unfaithful, disobedient class. Those really 
“wise unto salvation” have learned the lesson of Mark 7: 
21—23, 

“For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed 
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these evil things 
come from within, and defile the man.” 

This agrees perfectly with our meditation text: “every 
man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust, 
and enticed.” We have enough to contend with right in 
our own hearts without any outside temptations from 
God or an imaginary devil. Many people will deny that 
they place any blame on the Eternal for their tempta- 
tions, yet the belief in a fiend of His direct creation, who 
exists and operates by His sufferance, adds up to one of 


two things: either God is responsible for the evil wrought 
by His creature, or else He is less than all-powerful. 

But how, it may be asked, did all these evils get into the 
heart of man in the first place? Are they not the heritage 
of a fallen race, the result of an early triumph of the 
Evil One? Such an idea takes us straight back to the 
superstitions of the pagans, to Pandora’s box and similar 
legends, and beyond that, to the jungle and the cave. No, 
these things have always been. It is necessary to under- 
stand what evil is. “Sin is the transgression of the law,” 
said the Apostle (I. John 3:4). Where no law exists, 
there can be no sin amenable to the Judgment. An evil 
is any thought or action forbidden by God’s law. It is the 
use of a natural impulse when carried out at the wrong 
time, in the wrong place, toward a wrong end. All our 
natural instincts had their uses but would not gain for us 
salvation. The laws of civilization place upon them 
powerful and necessary restrictions, and Divine law is 
even more exacting. The wrong, lawless manifestations 
of our instincts must be suppressed and eliminated that 
there may be room for the better side to develop. 

There is therefore a warfare between flesh and spirit, 
which is not the echo of a warfare between God and a 
literal devil but an individual matter, understandable and 
inevitable. Without it there would be no virtue and no 
victory. Perfect peace can never come so long as both 
contestants are alive. The devil in us—which is simply 
the wrong expression of our nature—must be not only 
bound but put to death. “Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth... .” “Knowing this, that our 
old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed... .” “They that are Christ’s have crucified 
the flesh with the affections and lusts” (Col. 3:5; Rom. 
6:6; Gal. 5: 24). 


It is fitting that this death is termed crucifixion. It 
has been the experience of every victor in this fight that 
the “old man” dies slowly and painfully. 

No truth is more plainly taught than that life is a mat- 
ter of individual responsibility. The tremendous pres- 
sures of heredity and environment cannot be denied or 
discounted, but they should never be given the driver’s 
seat. Their handicaps can be overcome. Men and women 
of ordinary endowments have been overcoming them 
these 6000 years, and the Eternal seeks such to worship 
Him and to share His future Kingdom. We make or mar 
our own character; we are the master of our fate, the 
captain of our souls, and at the Judgment every man shall 
bear his own burden (Gal. 6:5). 

It is true that there are numerous passages which seem 
to uphold the personality of the Devil; but the plain 
teaching of the whole Bible is definitely opposed. It must 
never be forgotten that our translations were made in an 
age when superstition was supreme. The words trans- 
lated “devil” and “Satan” signify in the original “an ad- 
versary, or opposer; one opposed to God.” Sin is fre- 
quently personified and termed an Adversary, and all 
sinners are likewise designated (John 6:70, 71). 

The last sentence of our text confirms our statement 
that the words “sin” and “devil” are used synonymously. 
We are informed in Heb. 2:14 that the Devil has the 
power of death, while James clarifies the figure of speech 
by the plain statement that “sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.” 











Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


What is the meaning of Psalm 27: 2? 


“When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, 
came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.” 

Without question, David here refers to the many de- 
liverances of his in the times he was fleeing from the 
fierce anger of King Saul. Because of his jealousy King 
Saul wanted to destroy David and he tried many times to 
do so, but was never successful. David in this psalm, as 
in others, related his trust in the Lord and his deliverance. 


What is the “mark of the beast” (Rev. 13; 16—18)? 

The “beast” which figures so prominently in the visions 
of the book of Revelation is identified in ch. 17 as the 
seven-hilled city of Rome—first pagan, then papal. This 
is the power which Daniel (chs. 7 and 8) saw in vision as 
making war with the saints and overcoming them, thus 
bringing about the Great Apostasy, a dark period of 
1,260 years in which the saving truth lay dead. 

The “mark” of this beast is simply any taint, in doc- 
trine or practice, of Romish error, as opposed to the “Fa- 
ther’s name,” or word of truth, which was seen written 
in the foreheads or minds of the faithful (Rev. 14:1). 
There was a time, as history testifies, when Rome was su- 
preme and no man was allowed to “buy or sell,” spiritual- 
ly speaking, without this mark (Rev. 13: 17). Thank God, 
those days are gone forever, and the truth of the Scrip- 
tures again shines out! 


How are we to understand Jesus’ words in Matt. 25: 40? 


Jesus said: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” These 
words resulted from a question put to Jesus because of 
what He had said previously. He had just told them that 
at His coming He would divide the righteous from the 
wicked as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. 
To the ones on the right He extends the welcome to the 
Kingdom, stating: “For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stran- 
ger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.” The righteous ask, When? etc., to which 
Jesus gave the above reply. 

The lesson is obvious. The Christian Church is to be a 
ministering church. It cannot isolate itself. It must serve 
the needs of the people, both spiritual and temporal. The 
Apostle Paul had said, we are to do good to all men, but 
especially to those who are of the household of faith (Gal. 
6:10). We are to extend help to needy brethren, whether 
the need is spiritual or temporal, but we also have a re- 
sponsibility to others who are in need, and according to 
our means and opportunity we are to respond to that 
need. 

In the world among the needy are those who will believe 
on the Lord, and they cannot be reached except by ef- 
fort and sacrifice. 

James reminds us of the need of showing kindness and 
caring for the needy (James 2: 15, 16). So also does John. 
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He says: “But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of com- 
passion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 
(I John 3:17). 


Please explain the 14th chapter of Romans, especially verses 
2, 3, 5. It seems to go back to John 15: 12, “that ye love one 
another.” So are we justified in speaking lightly of others’ 
beliefs? 


Throughout this chapter the thought Paul seems to im- 
press is in regard to the eating of meat. The question 
seems to have arisen among the Romans, as it often does 
in this day, whether it is proper for a Christian to eat 
meat, or whether he should confine himself to a vegetable 
diet. It appears from the reading of the chapter that two 
sides of the question were strongly represented. Some felt 
that meat was permissible, others felt it was not. Paul 
leaves the question for each individual to decide accord- 
ing to his own conscience. If any one felt it was wrong 
to eat meat, he should not do so. He did advise, however, 
if by eating meat one offends, or weakens the faith of an- 
other, it is better for him not to do so. 

It is true we are to love and show the deepest regard 
for one another in the faith. It is also true we are to 
show proper consideration for the rights and privileges 
of those in the world. As to their beliefs, while we should 
not speak lightly of them (criticism of religious beliefs 
is a serious matter), we are commanded to “try the spirits 
whether they are of God” (I John 4: 1). We cannot accept 
as divine Truth just whatever someone might try to tell 
us. We need to examine it to see if it is according to the 
Word of God. Whatever our beliefs are we need to study 
continually to assure ourselves that our faith is indeed 
founded on the Word of God. 


How do you differentiate between the words “sect,” and 
“denomination?” Did Jesus and the apostles belong to a sect? 
Is the Megiddo Mission a sect? 


The two words are about identical in meaning. Webster 
defines “sect” as: “The believers in a particular creed, 
or upholders of a particular practice; esp., now, a party 
dissenting from an established church; a religious de- 
nomination; a separate religious organization. Histori- 
cally, a sect differs from a religion in that its differs from 
other sects of the same religion in its interpretation or 
application of what is recognized by all as the same rev- 
elation, while different religions differ as to what it to be 
taken as revelation.” 

In the New Testament we read of the “sect of the Sad- 
ducees” (Acts 5:17), “the sect of the Pharisees” (Acts 
15:5). Both of these were divisions of Judaism. The 
Christians were called a sect by some Jews as we note 
from the reading of Acts 28: 22. Also Paul was accused 
of being of the “sect of the Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5). We 
have no record that they called themselves a sect. Theirs 
was a new way of life, a new form of worship and serv- 
ice, therefore they were not a part of Judaism, though 
Christianity developed from it. They could not be called a 
“sect” in the true sense of the word. 

In like manner the Megiddo Mission is not a sect or 
denomination because is has no affiliation with any reli- 
gions, and its own principal beliefs are entirely different. 
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Cems of Life for Youth 


Habit—Friend or Enemy? 


ABIT begins like a spider’s web. If neg- 
H lected, it becomes a thread of twine, next 

a cord of rope; finally, a cable. Then, who 
can break it? Only God’s Truth can make any of 
us over into a new creature; change us from what 
we naturally were to what God wants us to be, 

There are habits contracted by bad example or 
bad management before we have judgment to dis- 
cern their approach, or because the eye of reason 
is laid asleep, or has not compass of view sufficient 
to look around on every quarter. Oh, the tyranny, 
the despotism of a bad habit! 

Are we slaves of a perverted appetite? Are we 
completely or partly under the dominion of the 
habit master? Then nothing short of a moral war 
of independence, which will take all our strength, 
and all the help we can receive from others will 
suffice to deliver us. Few people form habits of 
wrongdoing deliberately or willfully. They glide 
into them by degrees and almost unconsciously, 
and before they are aware of danger, the habits 
are confirmed and require resolute and persistent 
effort to effect a change. 

“Resist beginnings,” was the maxim of the an- 
cients and should be preserved as a landmark in 
our day. Those who are prodigal or passionate, or 
indolent, or visionary, soon make a shipwreck of 
themselves and drift about the sea of life, the 
prey of every wind and current vainly shrieking 
for help, till at last, they drift away into darkness 
and death. 

Take care that you are not drifting. See that 
you have fast hold of the helm. The breakers of 
life forever roar under the lee, and adverse gales 
continually blow on the shore. Are you watching 
how she heads? Do you keep a firm grip of this 
wheel of Truth? If you give way but for one mo- 
ment, you may drift hopelessly into the boiling 
vortex. Take care! It rests with yourselves alone 
under God, whether you reach port triumphantly 
or drift to ruin, 

Be not slow in breaking a sinful custom; a 
quick courageous resolution is better than a grad- 
ual deliberation. In such a combat, he is the brav- 
est soldier who acts at once. Fell the tree and the 
branches are soon cut off. 

We are much influenced by custom. It has ef- 
fect upon our pleasures, upon our actions, and even 
upon our thoughts and sentiments. Habit makes 
its figure during the vivacity of youth; in middle 
age it gains ground; and in old age, governs with- 
out control. In that period of life, generally speak- 
ing, we eat at a certain hour, take exercise at a 


certain hour, go to rest at a certain hour, all by 
habit. Nay, a particular seat, table, bed comes to 
be essential and a habit in any one of these cannot 
be contradicted without uneasiness. 

Man is a bundle of habits and habit is second 
nature. All is habit in mankind, even virtue itself. 

Evil habits must be conquered or they will con- 
quer us and destroy our peace and happiness. 

Vicious habits when opposed, offer vigorous re- 
sistence on the first attack. At each successive en- 
counter, this resistance grows fainter and fainter 
until finally, it ceases altogether and the victory 
is achieved. 

Habit is a Christian’s best friend or worst 
enemy. It can exalt us to the highest pinnacle of 
virtue, honor and happiness or sink us to the low- 
est depths of vice, shame and misery. 

We may form habits of honesty or bravery, 
truth, or falsehood; of industry or idleness; fru- 
gality or extravagance; of patience or impatience 
and so on. In short, there is not a virtue, nor a 
vice, nor an act of the body, nor of the mind to 
which we may not be chained by this despotic 
power. 

It is especially a great point for young Chris- 
tians to begin well for it is in the beginning of 
this new way of life that the system of conduct 
is adopted which soon assumes the force of habit. 
Begin well and the habit of doing right will be- 
come quite as easy as the habit of doing badly. 
Pitch upon this course of life that God has shown 
you, which is the most excellent and habit will 
render it the most delightful. “Well begun is half 
ended,” says a proverb, and a good beginning is 
half the battle. Many promising young Christians 
have irretrievably injured themselves and others 
by a false step in this way of life while others, of 
much less promising talents, have succeeded sim- 
ply by beginning well and going onward. 

So let us all, if now held down by some way of 
our own, shake the dust! And climb to that higher 
level, having the brand of courage that faces 
front, goes forward and calls: “Come On!” 





“Bless the Lord, oh my soul,” 
Be grateful for His care, 

As long as seas shall roll 
His love is everywhere. 


He guides each shining star, 
Holds it to orbit true, 

Yet He is never far 
And has a plan for you. 


He knows each bird and flower, 
No life to Him seems small; 

Then tune your heart this hour 
That you may hear His call. 











ae es a a a 


